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REVIEWS 


infancy and childhood, while the last part of the book presents the 
interesting subject of feeding in disease. The book is of undoubted 
value. The subject-matter is well presented, elear-eut and decisive. 
Criticism might be made of various minor points, for example, 
in the treatment of hyperacidity it is an open question whether 
proteins are not valuable in at least a certain number of cases. 
In the treatment of anemia much stress is paid to the free ingestion 
of milk, carbohydrates, and proteins and but minor note is paid 
to the iron-carrying types of food, the vegetables. The green vege¬ 
tables are mentioned but with insufficient specificity to be of value 
in a book such as this. Likewise it would seem that the authors 
might have omitted some of the older dietetic regimina which have 
been largely discarded, in line with their expressed endeavor to delete 
obsolete matter. 

The authors have done their work well. The previous edition 
was good but the thorough revision has enhanced the value of the 
work immensely. Particularly praiseworthy is the new chapter on 
feeding of children over two years of age; while also worthy of com¬ 
mendation are the numerous tables at the back of the book, time- 
consuming to compile but time-saving to the physician, because 
of the ease with which one may refer to them. J. II. M., Jr. 


Diseases of the Digestive Organs, with Special Reference 
to their Diagnosis and Treatsient. By Charles D. Aaron, 
Sc.D., M.D., F.A.C.P., Professor of Gastro-enterology and Die¬ 
tetics in the Detroit College of Medicine and Surgery; Consulting 
Gastro-cnterologist to Harper Hospital. Third edition revised. 
Pp. 904; illustrations 164; roentgenograms 48; plates 13, colored. 
Philadelphia and New York: Lea & Febiger, 1921. 

Six years ago the first edition of this work had its introduction 
to the medical profession. The plan of the present edition, as before, 
follows the physiologic path of the digestive tract, beginning with 
diseases of the mouth and ending with those of the anus. Through¬ 
out, the author endeavors to reaffirm the intimate relationship 
between gastro-enterology and the other branches of internal medi¬ 
cine. 

Several new colored plates and engrnvings have been added to 
this edition, while some changes and new material have been added 
to the text. The fractional method of investigating gastric function 
is rightfully noted without expression of opinion as to its diagnostic 
value. To the investigation of the duodenal contents is given a 
separate chapter, with sufficient detail and the inclusion of direc¬ 
tions for the execution of duodenal content extraction and duodenal 
lavage. The popular subject of vitamines is not omitted and a good 
table of caloric food values has been added. In the preface a typo- 
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graphical crrnr attributes a summary of our preseut-day knowledge 
of hepatic, gall-bladder and pancreatic diseases to chaptersXXXIII, 
XXXIV and XXXV instead of XXXI, XXXII and XXXIII. A 
new chapter takes up the important question of flatulence, meteorism 
and tympanites, while another one discusses intestinal toxemia, 
intestinal stasis and ileal regurgitation. 

The present edition still remains a splendid text-hook on gastro¬ 
enterology. The sections on treatment are complete; there should be 
no faultfinding on this score. The whole story of gastro-enterology 
is told briefly and yet completely enough to make it a valuable 
book for all medical men. T. G. S. 


Epidemic Respiratory Disease. By Eugene L. Opie, M.D., 
Colonel, M.R.C., U. S. Army; Professor of Pathology, Washing¬ 
ton University School of Medicine; Francis G. Blake, M.D., 
Major, M.R.C., U. S. Army; Associate Member of the Rocke¬ 
feller Institute for Medical Research; James C. Small, M.D., 
formerly First Lieutenant, M.C., U. S. Army; Bacteriologist, 
Philadelphia General Hospital, and Thomas M. Rivers, M.D., 
formerly First Lieutenant, M.C., U. S. Army; Associate in Bac¬ 
teriology, Johns Hopkins University. Pp. 398, 33 illustrations. 
St. Louis: C. V. Mosby Company, 1921. 

The epidemic of hemolytic bronchopneumonia which followed 
the outbreak of measles in the various camps and cantonments in 
this country in 1917 and early in 1918 and the influenza epidemic 
which occurred in 1918 and with it the severe pneumonias that 
developed at the time, afforded an excellent opportunity for intensive 
study of these respiratory diseases. The military authorities at 
Washington appreciated this and selected a commission of medical 
men who were ably fitted to make these studies. Every facility 
was given them for complete work and they were afforded every 
opportunity to carry out extremely complete and scientific studies 
of these disorders. The authorities at Washington chose their men 
well and from their past record in civilian medicine probably no 
better men could have been selected to carry out this work. Their 
very extensive and detailed studies have been reported in part and 
are familiar to most medical men, but they have never been col¬ 
lected in a single volume so that they would be available for refer¬ 
ence and where the more complete details of the work and the 
opinions of the authors in regard to the work could be readily 
reached. The present volume as it now appears fulfils these con¬ 
ditions. It records the laboratory studies, the clinical features, 
the pathology, the epidemiology and so on, of these two great 
causes of death in our civilian army, influenzal pneumonia and 



